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There was, no doubt, a successful hartal in Madras, but soon the
trouble-makers went back to their old ways.1

A poor cinema exhibitor was harassed and Sir Thyagaraja
Ghetty's house was surrounded by miscreants. These people are
also counted among non-co-operators. They, too, had joined the
hartal. The volunteers could not bring them round. The in-
cident means that when the Government relinquishes power, it is
the rowdies who will rule, not we. If, thus, every time there is
trouble the rowdies have their way, how can non-co-operation
succeed? We should, therefore, give up all hope of winning
swaraj as long as we have not acquired sufficient influence over
such elements.

And yet, how can we at all give up hope? When we see
people getting the strength to bear flogging and to suffer the
hardships of prison, we know that they are bound to get all power.
All that is necessary is to cultivate still greater capacity to suffer
and to purify our hearts still further. We have to learn to lay
equal emphasis on both the terms in the phrase cffcivil disobedi-
ence", learn to disobey and yet remain civil. Disobedience without
civility will destroy us, whereas disobedience with civility is com-
pletely safe.

As a consequence of the Conference, we have only to suspend
mass civil disobedience till January 31 at the furthest. No
other activity of ours need be suspended. We should continue to
enrol volunteers. The swadeshi movement should not be halted
for a moment. The movement for washing away the stain of un-
touchability should go on. We should keep on trying to wean
away drink-addicts. The less the enthusiasm we show in these
tasks, the longer will the attainment of swaraj be delayed.
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